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Closure of the NIRA Saburo Okita Memorial Library

We regret to announce that the NIRA Saburo Okita Memorial Library, which has been closed pending a decision on its status since last July, will cease operation at the end of February 2007. NIRA is scheduled to become an independent private foundation before the end of fiscal 2007, and this organizational transformation requires us to selectively focus our activities and resources. The closure of the library is part of an extensive restructuring undertaken to make NIRA’s future operation more streamlined and efficient.  

Since its establishment in 1994, the Library has collected, organized and made publicly available policy-related publications, and has served as a fundamental infrastructure for the study of public policy. The functions that the library has fulfilled are changing with the transition to electronic media that marks the increasing advancement of the information network society, and this has been another factor in the decision regarding its closure. 

As far as is practicable, in addition to NIRA publications, we will continue to make available works from the library’s two special policy collections, the Works of the late Dr. Saburo Okita and the Atsushi Shimokobe Archive. This decision has been made in consideration of the rarity of the manuscripts and publications in the collections, and their considerable value as resources for policy research. Please do not hesitate to make enquiries regarding any of these works at the addresses shown below. 
In closing, we would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to everyone who made use of the library over the course of its existence. 
Sincerely yours,
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Toshihiro Sato

Director

Saburo Okita Memorial Library

National Institute for Research Advancement

Contact addresses: 

Works of the late Dr. Saburo Okita and the Atsushi Shimokobe Archive

Center for Policy Research Information, NIRA

Email: collection@nira.go.jp

NIRA publications
Planning and Public Relations Division, NIRA 

Email: pprd@nira.go.jp
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