








What’s NIRA?

The National Institute for Research Advancement (NIRA), founded in 1974 under
the National Institute for Research Advancement Act, has conducted comprehensive
research in order to contribute to the resolution of a variety of complex contemporary
social, economic and lifestyle issues. NIRA has changed its juridical status as an
incorporated foundation since November 29, 2007, although NIRA’s aims are
unchanged, and NIRA will continue to conduct its activities for the public interest.

The new NIRA will seek to present bolder policy proposals and make information
available in a timely fashion in order to stimulate policy discussion and contribute more
actively to the policy-making process. As globalization advanced and Japan’s
population ages, Japanese society is facing profaned structural changes, a situation that
urgently requires the nation’s research institute to adopt new roles. NIRA therefore
views its change in organizational status as an opportunity to reform its research system
to meet the demands of a new era.

NIRA’s research will address issues facing Japan, with a focus on the three areas of

national economic and social policies, international relations, and regional issues.
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