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It is sometimes believed that Evidence-Based Policymaking (EBPM) will produce a dramatic
improvement in the quality of public policymaking. This expectation is unrealistic. Research
evidence can certainly improve policymaking, but cannot guarantee to do this.

Public policymaking should, of course, be informed by evidence. But the concept of EBPM
restricts evidence to research evidence, and often to that from systematic reviews of randomised
controlled trials (RCTs). Furthermore, this evidence is taken to show ‘what works’, and what

does not; and thereby to tell policymakers what to do. There are several problems with this:

1. Tt involves misleading assumptions about the policymaking process. Likely effectiveness
of policies is not the only relevant consideration that policymakers must take into
account. Also relevant, for example, are whether a policy will be politically defensible;
whether it entails significant costs compared to alternatives; and whether it will have
undesirable longer-term effects on the attitudes and behaviour of those who must

implement or respond to it.

2. It underestimates the value of practical experience, and the need for practical judgment

in policymaking.

3. It overestimates the likely validity of evidence from RCTs. While certainly a powerful
research method, an RCT cannot control all potential threats to validity. For instance,
in drug trials it is often possible to standardise the treatment, and measure outcomes
accurately, but these goals are much more difficult, if not impossible, to achieve in testing
social and educational policies. Also, RCTs provide little information about contextual
variation in the effectiveness of policies; but this is crucial because the implementation
context of a policy will often be significantly different from the context(s) in which the

evidence was produced.

4. TItunderestimates the value and validity of evidence produced by other kinds of research,
including that using qualitative methods. This can provide in-depth understanding of
the assumptions on which a policy is based, some of which may be open to question;
and it can offer essential knowledge about the perspectives and practices of those who
are to implement the policy, and those affected by it.

Over time, the concept of EBPM has been liberalised, for example by requiring only that
policy be informed by, rather than based on, evidence, and by broadening the kinds of evidence
deemed acceptable. This liberalisation is beneficial: in particular, it acknowledges the limits to
the role that research evidence can play in policymaking. However, it undercuts the novelty of
EBPM, and many of the claims often made on its behalf.

(Submitted manuscript)

EBPM®
XUy b
MEERED

ER B % & REEL .
1)) -2 &H%ER

FR3F VA9

HEB% IS HIET IETVZAD

BY)ICFEL . FilizRd &.

REBREREL L WHRICEZBED

SLIE A

5 OB
REDNEEMAL.
ERCENNEL L

T AHEY)
HETEBPIIc & 39 %&
BEEKICRBE £



PDF 3Z55h5

N/ 1/RIA

H=LD#ERE No.45

2019 %12 B 10 B®1T

OARMEEANIRA A FE BRI

FE  BERT. WHKT (I7< 4. LBH0OH. \LBEH

AEEICEHTDHIRAE - TERRZBFELL XL,
E-mail : info@nira.or.jp

[NIRA#8iH—LNR—T]
https://www.nira.or.jp
HEBEENT B R—LR—UETHACES L,
[NIRA ##t 23X Facebook]

https://www.facebook.com/nira.japan
RAEBRRPEBRREBALTLETOT, SHATEL,

(2284) NIRA AR FEE
T150-6034 HR#MERXELLF 4-20-3 BEFEH—FT >V TLA R —34 B
Tel. 03-5448-1710  Fax. 03-5448-1744 E-mail. info@nira.or.jp





